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HEN I took up my. Pen to Addreſs myſelf to 
Sa - Your Lokps hi in behalf of the PROTESTANT: 
IR DISSENTERS, it was not becauſe, I had the leaſt : 
Imagination that Your Lok Ds HI is lukewarm, 
much leſs falſe to the Intereſt of that Church, in 
which you. deſervedly hold fo high a - Station ; ; 
and which you ſo brightly adorn. Such a Thought as this 
would have given me a lower Opinion of Your LoRDsRIE, 
than they perhaps have of You, who unjuſtly - traduce. you 
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wich this Calumny. No, my Lon o, there is no Shadow of 
Reaſon for this Suſpicion : .Not only your known Openneſs and 
Cagdor, as long Proſeſſion and. Intereſt ell as y 
La 2 "E | Suffetings, would be more than Preof 
Sugh of your Sincerity-to any but Unreaſ Men. It 
were well, if we did not all find, that the moſt of theſe Conſide- 
rations chain d us down too faſt to our Opinions, conſidering 
the natural Bent and Turn of our Minds, and kept us from 
quitting them, or at leaſt from quitting the Profeſſion of them 
even for the Trut i itfellt. E TX 


Nature, but eſpecially to all the Vertuous and Chriſtian Part 
of Mankind; and is fully appriz d that whilft their differing 
from Lour Lox DS HI does not diveſt them of their Humanity, 
Vertue and Religion, it muſt never leſſen or abate your Love 
and Goodwill towards them. Yau teach us with an Energy 
peculiar to your Self, That loving Men for their agreeing with 
us, is but a Fondneſs for ourſelves, and being pleas'd with 
our own Image in our Fellow-Creatures, inſtead of loving 
the Image of our Maker, or of our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter 
in them. Your Loxpsnie knows too, better than any can 
inform yov, that there were ſome ſuch ſort of: Diſputes and 
Differences between the firſt Chriſtians, Jaws and: Gentiles, 
as there are now amongſt us: And that St. 'PauPs Method for 
_ ithe-quieting+of them, and healing the Minds of tho ſethat 
Were unhappily troubled with them, was, That every Man 
dhould practiſe according to what he was fully perſuaded in 

mis own Mind, without Judging -or Cenſuring — 
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that differ d from him; becauſe he was his Brother, i. e. his 
Equal, and becauſe He that only had a right to judge him was 
the LoR D. And that therefore they ſhould receive one another 
in Love cee all their Differences, and not to doubt 
ful. Diſputations. Theſe are Reflections to which your Natural 
Propenſions have led You, together with your Su erings, Your © 
great Reading, your deep Thought, your generalKnowledge,-- 
and long Experience of Mankind; .and-above all; your true Re- 
ligion and Vertue. | 


AL Lo wime;\my Lord; orlyjuſt to Remark, That if an 
inſpir'd Governor of the Church did not think fir to eſtabliſh an 
Uniformitwof Sentiments or Practice between the Believing 
Jews and Gentiles, in Matters, where he knew the Believing Gen- 


. 
- * 
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tiles to be in the right, and the Believing Feu in the wrong, but 
had ſuch a Regard to the Prejudices and falſe Notions of the 
Believing Fews, as to 2 a Toleration and Forbearance in 
thoſe Matters; how much leſs wilt it become any Governors f 
the Church in our Pays to impoſe Things of much leſs Conſe- 
quence, and more doubtful Diſputation, and to deprive Men of © * 
their Natural Civil and Religious Liberties, only to obtain a 
ſtricter Uniformity in them; whether it be for the ſake of any - 
fancy'd Submiſſion, Peace or Order, or any other Reaſon 
whatſoever- Allow me, my Lord, yet onee more before - 
enter on the main Cauſe, to obſerve to your Lordſnip, That 
if Impoſitions will ill become any Governours of the Church in 
our Days, it would leaſt of all become thoſe, who- ſhould hap- 
pen to Differ Remarkably in their own Sefttiments from the 
preſent. Conſtitution of the Church in ſome Part or other of its 
Doctrine, Diſcipline or Worſhip.” And tho? there are ſome 
Conformilts who - diſapprove of more Things in the Church - + 
than others; yet, my Lord, Is there a ſingle Biſfrop or # ſingle --- 
Conformiſt that does not wiſh the Church-alter'd one way or 
other, as heartily as the Diſſenters, tho they may not perhaps 
wiſh to ſee it alter d in fo many Reſpects? Nay, my Lore, + 
Does not- the Church itſelf àuthorize this Diſſent? And, for- 
give the Expreſſion, diſſent from herſelf; - whilſt She laments 
the want of a due and godlyDiſcipline? contenting herſelf wien 
a Commination till that can be reſtor'd; which, She ſays, is 
much to be Wi d. And muſt“ it not then de very odd and 


prepoſterous for theſe Secret Diſſenters to require a Riggrous 
between them in tlus View, 15, Thar che One does not Diffent 
ſo much as the Other, and chinks himſelf bound, from the 


Conliderations of Peace, Order, and gubmillion to Superior to 
form ; whilſt the Other, 
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- ſuppreſs hisSentiments,and to ſeem to conform; whilſt the Othe 
out of Regard to T 170 pioele ande the Divine Authority, 
thinks himſelf bound to profeſs s Diffcar. EP 


WHniLEsTIamled by theſe Reaſonsto give your LoxnsHIr 
this Trouble, I hope Lou will have Patience to peruſe what I 
think the . PrRoTESTANT , DiSS$ENTERS have to offer for them- 
ſelves againſt the Bill now before You. And that I may take 
up as little of Your Logpsa1e's Time as may be, allow me to 
argue their Cauſe in the beſt Manner I can, and agreably to 
the Principles of the far greater ane e e art of them, with- 
out the little Interruptions which would be necefl fly. occa- 
ond by continuing it in an Epiſtelary Style. aten LES OAT 


THERE is ſcarce, any Thing can be more evident, than 
that one of the firſt Obligations a Reaſonable Creature is under 
is, To enquire after the Will of his Maxes, and to profeſs 
and practice agreeably. to that, which after his beſt Enquiries, 
he apprehends it to be. If Almighty G © D has given meReaſon, 
it is to guide me in my Search after Him, or why has He made 
it mine? And if He has given another Man Reaſon, what is it 
for, but to direct him? Or why elle is it his? But another Man's 
Reaſon can no more be given him to direct me, than my Rea- 
ſon can be given me to direct him. Indeed, the Uſing our 
Reaſon, or in other Words judging for Ourſelves, about the, 
Will of our Maker, is ſo wrought up into our very Conſtitution 
and Frame, that it is impoſſible for us not to do it. The Papiſts 
who Renounce this Right as far as Men can, and give them- 
ſelves up, as much as Human Nature will allow them, to an 
Implicit Faith, yet cannot diveſt themſelves entirely ok it; 
but yield themſelves blindly to the Dictates of their Church, 
only becauſe they think her Infallible, and therefore think 
themſelves bound to ſubmit to her without uſing their 2 4 
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fon any farther, cg juſt co judge of the Meaning of her De- 
crecs, Thus it Will at once follow from our very Make and 

nn t Ver) : an 'thuft judge of the Will 'of/his' Manes 

ne and thi He catinot be a Judige for another: 
Which, is fal the "tote evickent, 


Ss 


from this 'Confideration, 
l 


may, fox opght know have been remiſs in his Enquiries, and 
ave a a 


NPA ee neee eee 4 28 
0 * | ora) Men, but tha we have all the Honour put upon us by 
our Maker, of being Judges of Truth and Error for ourſelves. 


Ap as it is the moſt obvious Thing in the World; that no 
Man can poſlibly judge for another, ſo it is likewiſe very clear 
upon a little Re ection, that no Government ought to rei 
2 Ma in any Profeſſion or Practice, that does not inſure the Life, 
| Libeny; Propenty,,or Reputation'of his merke ee de 
Juſt Rights of the Community in which he lives; Or in other 
Wonds, That no Government ought to reſtrain a Man in any 
Profeſſion or 8 that relates only to himſelf, and more 
particularly in, thoſe Matters that relate only to Go p, and 
his own Mind - Becauſe no Man could have Power over ano- 
ther in a State of Nature or Freedom, in Matters of this Kind; 
nor any Gover nment conſequently over it's Subjects: Govern- 
| » „ Al 7 ry. TRE" — 

ment deriving its Power under && p, from prirate Mens de- 
parting, from the Righes they had in a State of Nature, and con- 
ferring them on the Gorerniment they ſet up- So that for In- 
| Government cant rightfull) reſtrain a Mans pro- 


* 


chef of a Pecbem, or a Elena, or order him in 
f his riling, ot going to Bed, eating goaſt Meat, or 


boil d, or in any. other Sentiment or Action of Life, which 


only. relates to himſelf, and is no ways injurious to * br... 
MY Theſe: 


thu 


2 
ative over the Mindsof Men. 


Force that Government can exert over its Subjects, have not 
the leaſt tendency to alter Mens Opinions. All'that a-Govern- 
ment can do, is to reſtrain Mens Profeſſions or Practices. 
But 0 reſtrain their Profeſſions or Practices in Points that are 
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; Theſe are-confeſfedly Points Exempted from Government, and 


* in which a Man has his Right to an entire Liberty as fully Re- 
erw d to him as he could enyoy; it in a.State of Nature or Fre. 
dom. And of this kind are Mens Sentiments and Practices in 
Points of Religion, chat are either ſpeculative, or don't injure 
aur Neighbour ; ſuch as, Whether a. Man ſhall Pray by à pre- 
ſcrib'd Form, or not; Whether he ſhall Pray in a White Gar. 
ment, or not; Whether he ſhall Bow at the Name of I xs us; 
In what Senſc he ſhall underſtand the Sacraments,” or with 
- which of the different Uſages about Adminiftring them, he 
mall comply; Whether there. ſhall be a Superiotity, or Equality 
among the Paſtors of the Church, or among the Chriſtian Con 
gregations themſelyes; Cc. Becauſe a Man can't by believing, 
or practiſing eiche: Way. in theſe Points do hurt to any but 
Bu chere is this Difference between theſe latter Inſtanees, 
and the former; That the former are Caſes Exempted from 
Government, and Reſerv'd to a Man's oum Determination,” they 
being entirely Indifferent: But the latter are not only Exemp- 
dted from Human, Government, but are immediately Reſer vd 
tobe Divine: It being an Indignity to the Almighty, not to 


_ + profeſs thoſe Sentiments, and practiſe thoſe Things in Religion, 


-.waich we apprehend upon our Enquiries to be the moſt agree- 
able to his Mind. From whence it will follow, That as to break 
id upon a Man's Liberty in the indifferent Things of. Eile, is an 
Encroachment on the Rights of Humane Nature; ſo to break 
in upon it in Religious Matters that are not injurious- to ano- 
ther, is not only an Encroachment, which is called Perſeeution 
for Conſcience ſake, but is an U ſurpat ion of the Divine Prero- 
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*B £81DÞ8,-it.. will appear very. plainly, That Government 
n have no rightfull Power over. Mens Pfofeſſions or Practices 
a in, Points of this Nature; becauſe, Governments ean't in any 


«Wile. affet «Mens Sentiments. For Penalties, which is all the 


not 
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not. injurious to others, when they can't alter their Belief; tends 
only to make Men Hypocrites, that is, to believe One Thing, 
and to'profels and practiſe another: Which as it byConſequence 
. tends to Damn the Man that is thus tempted to Hypocriſy; 
ſo it tends to deſtroy all Government; by - looſing Men from the 
tyes of their. Conſciences, the beſt Security a Government.can 
poſlibly have for the trueſt Obedience of its: Subjects. 


AN p that Go p never ordain'd, that a Government ſhould 
have any Power over Mens Profeſſions and Practices in Mat- 
ters of Religion, that do not injure another, is farther clear 
from hencs; That if a Goverament.could acquire ſuch a Power, 
and could execute it, without thoſe real Injuries to any of their 
Subjects, or \to Government itſelf, which we have juſt now 
mention'd ; yet it could not be ſuppos'd, that Almighty-G od 
would have Governments veſted with any ſuch Power ; Becauſe 
the veſtingWovernments with Tuch-a Power would do a.great 
deal more hurt in the World than good. For if they were veſted 
with any Power to this purpoſe, it muſt be with a Power to re- 
ſtrain the Profeſſions and Practices of all Men, that they appre- 
hended to be in the wrong. Now there are perhaps a Hun- 
ded Governments in the World in the wrong, for one that is 
in the right, and therefore by this Power there might be an 
hundred Times more hurt done in the World than good: And 
it can never be ſuppos'd that Almighty Go p would order it ſo, 
that Governments ſhould be veſted with a Power which muſt 

inevitably (as Things would ſtand in the World) do an Hun- 

dred Times more hurt than good in it. It is propheſy d indeed 
that © Kings Thall be their Nurſing Fathers, and Queens their 

© Nurſing Mothers. i. e. to GoDp's Church and People. 
But that they will beſt be, by ſuppreſſing Immorality, and by 

encouraging free and impartial Enquiries after Truth, and 
the open Profeſſion of a Man's Belief upon his Enquiries, .By 

ſuch Methods Truth is to be ſure moſt likely to gain Proſelytes, 
becauſe that will always appear cleareſt where the faireſt and 
freeſt Enquiries are moſt countenanc'd : Or by theſe Methods, 
at leaſt, Men are moſt like to become ſincere in their Profeſſions 
and Enquiries ; which is the only Thing that can render them 
acceptable to their Maker. For He having made them fallible, 
will never condemn them for not being Orthodox, which it 


B | may 


(10 
may got have been perhaps in the power of a fallible Man to 
be ; but for their not being honeſt and ſincere in their Enqui- 
ries, Profeſſions and Practices, which they might have been, 
if they had pleas de. „ 3 


Ax p as Things ſtand thus by the Light of Nature, fo Chri- 
fianity has made no Alteration in this Reſpect, having left Go. 
vernments and Subjects as well as other Human Relations, as 
it found them, and neither given any new Power to Go- 
vernments, or any new Degrees of Liberty to Subjects which 
they had not before. But Chriſtianity ſuppoſes that Govern- 
ments ought not to reſtrain Mens Profeſſion or Practices in 
Matters of Religion that are not injurious to others, be- 
cauſe it was upon this, Suppoſition alone that Chriſtianity 
could have been brought into the World. Our Saviour de- 
clar'd his Kindom was not of this World, but was born as 
much a Subject as any other of his Countrymen; and there- 
fore could never have invited Men to a new Profeſſion con- 
trary to all the Profeſſions then in the World, if it had not 
been lawful to profeſs what a Man, upon Enquiry ſhould find to 
be Right, tho it were contrary to the Sentiments that are;enter- 
tain'd or countenanc'd by Men in Power. | 


He that will be a Chriſtian muſt take Chrift for his ang 
ne and King in Matters of Religion, muſt become his. 
Ditciple and Subject, and be only Gupat and govern'd by 
Him. To us, Chriſtians there is no other Rabbi, or Lord, 
Maſter, Teacher or Law-giver, as there is no other at laſt to 
be our Judge. If we give up ourſelves to the Dictates or 
Rules of any other, we are the. Diſciples of Men, and our Faith 
Rands in the Word of Man, and not in the Word of Gop ; 

d we ſay, that we will not have Him to rule over us, If 
ee we yield implicitly to the Inſtructions. or Govern- 
ment of any other * "5h of Religion, we fo fer renounce 
Chriſtianity ; and become as too generally Men do, either 
Papiſts, by giving up qurielves blindly to be govern'd by 
the Church, or Hobbiſts, by delivering ourſelves up to the Con- 
duct of the Secular Powers of the World, under which we 
happen to live. 


AND 


(11) 


Ax p agreeable to the Nature of Chriſtianity; and he 
Way in which it came into the World, are its Command: 
Which ſuppoſe all Men to be Judges of Truth and. Error for 
themſelves, againſt al} Power Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; Or 
elſe it could never have oblig'd every Man to Search thy 
© Scriptures, to try the Spirits, to take heed what they hear, 
* to try all Things, and hold faſt that which is good, — 
* not only to render to Cæſar the Things which are Cæſays, 
© but to GO p the Things that are Go-0's”.. And recom- 
mended the Chriſtian Religion to Mankind againſt all the Me- 
thods that the Heathen and Jewiſi Powers, and the only Church 
Gop had then in the World, could take to prevent its bein 
receiv'd by Mankind, or to extirpate it afterwardes. 


Ap as this is the Nature and Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
and theſe the Commands that were given in order to make or 
keep Men Chriſtians; ſo while they continue ſuch, nothing is 
ſo often, or ſo ſtrongly enjoyn'd as Love, Patiende, Meek- 
neſs, Humility, Condeſcenſion and Forbearance in all Points 

where it might be poſſible for Chriſtians: to differ. If we are 
patiently to bear Injuries, to forgive our Enemies, and to pray 
for diſſenting Perſecutors, inſtead of wiſhing for Fire from 
Heaven to conſume them, in Imitation of Him, who told his 
fiery Diſciples, in relation to the ſchiſmatical Samaritans, that 
* He came not to deftroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them; 

How much more are we to bear different Opinions, and com- 
paſſionate the peaceable Miſtakes of the Brerhren, for whom 
we are to be ready to ſacrifice our Lives. This is the Temper 
and Conduct that is recommended as the moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Badge of our Religion, and as the higheſt and moſt exalted In- 
ſtance of our Obedience to Gop, and Imitation of our bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter. | 1 5 


H indeed foretells, That the Time would come, when 
* Men ſhould. deſtroy the ſincere Enquirers aſter Truth, as 
© thinking they did Gon good Service.” And that a Power 
ſhould ariſe in the World that ſhould take upon him to be 
an Infallible Judge of 7 ruth and Error, and ſhould under that 
Character impoſe Myſteries on Mens Belief, and force 1 

2 — . kin 


kind to profeſs the Belief of them by the ſevereſt Perſecution : - 
A Power the moſt” oppoſite to the Spirit and Intereſt of our, 
Lörd and Saviour, and therefore fitly call'd Antichriſt : Bur- 
then, we are commanded to oppoſe him with our Lives, tho 
he fhould go about to deceive us with Miracles and lying - 
Wenders: As being the moſt ſpecious, and dangerous Enemy of 
the: Chriſtian Religion that ſnould ever ariſe in the World. 


"Eire Judging for ourſelves in Matters of Religion, or in 
other Words, in Matters of Faith, Diſcipline and Worſhip, in 
oppoſition to this Anti- chriſtian Claim, appear d ſo plainly to 
be- our Right as- Men and Chriſtians at the Reformation, that 
People aſſum' d this Privilege to themſelves in all Parts of Cbri- 
feendom, and openly declar'd:againft the Corruptions which the 
Church of Rome had introduc'd into every part of the Chri- 
ſian Church, and ſeparated from her, notwithſtanding her 
Pretences to Infallibility : Avowing openly the Right that eve- 
ry, Man had to a Judgment of Diſcretion, or Diſcernment be- 
tween Truth and Error, and that our Faith was to ſtand in 
Ghrift or in the Scriptures; and not in any Church whatſoever, 
becauſeall-Churches had Err'd. And tho' in ſome Places this 
Reformation was Enjoyn'd by the State under ſevere Penal-; 
ties before it was publickly embrac'd, yet it was not 
embracd purely in Obedienee to fuch publick Eftabliſh-- 
ments, but to Mens Opinions, that the Things eſtabliſnid were: 
Right: Or elſe, if the Government had -eſtabliſh'd Paganiſm, 
Mahometaniſm, or Popery, People had not had a Right to Dif- 
ſent from it, but muſt have continu'd profeſs'd Pagans, Turks,; 
comp to their-Lives Ends; than which nothing-can-be more 


WA T was ſo evidently* the -Right- of every Man in all 
Communities, has upon its being allow'd by ſome Govern-- 
ments, as evidently appear d to be the Intereſt of thofe Communi- + 
ties. For the more full, abſolute; and unlimited à Toleration 
has been given · by Governments eo Diſſenters, the mere proſ- 
perous and flouriſhing have thoſe Countries been. This js the 
true Secret of the Fertility of the barren Mountains of Swifſerland,' 
and of -Holland s becoming the Garden of the World, (Which 
is but che Sink and. Drain of. Germany, and was but the-Neſt of 
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Cr); 
a few poor Fiſhermen) and of the thriving Condition of Pen- 
fikvania beyond any other of our Colonies on the Continent of 
America: Whilſt Perſecution has turn'd Italy, the Paradiſe of 
this Part of the World into ruinòus Cities, and into a ſort of a- 
barren and unwholefome Wilderneſs. Nor can it poſſibly be 
otherwiſe: For Uneaſineſs and Oppreflion of any Kind, even 
in the loweſt Intereſts of this IIe, but more particularly in 
the high Concerns of another, manifeſtly tend to depopulate- 
and impoveriſſf a Country: Whereas making Men eaſy in 
their Poſſeſſions and Proſpects in this World, but eſpecially in 
their Hopes of a better, tends to make them become Rich 
and Healthful, to encreaſe and multiply, and as we ſee in- Fact 
it does, where this Liberty obtains, to make all Arts, Knowledge, 
good Literature, Trade, Husbandry; Credit and Manufa- 
ctures, together with good Neighbourhood, and every other 
good Word and Work flouriſh and abound: Whereas the want 
of it introduces nothing but deep Ignorance, Immorality, all 
kinds of Oppreflion, and at laſt thegreateſt Decay in the Vigour-* 
and Riches of a Nation, if not- its utter Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on. * | | | ap 


I ſeems to be ſo much the Obligation and Intereſt of alf** 
Governments to give this Toleration to all their Subjects, that 
were it not for the Luſ# of Power, one would think it were 
impoſſible for any Government to miſtake it; but eſpecually;- 
for Proteſtant Governments” which have taken the Liberty to 
Diſſent and Separate from the Church of Rome. Is it not mon- 
ſtrous for any of them, not to allow others to ſeparate and diſ—- 
ſent from their ſeparated and difſenting Cemmunions?* It 
ſeems. ſtrangely: abſurd, that thoſe that have renouncd the 
Doctrine of any infallible Judge of Truth and Error upon 
Earth, ſhou'd pretend to preſcribe to others what they fnall be- 
lieve: Or that thoſe that proteſt againſt the Pręvarications of 
the Church of Reme fliculd oblige Men to profeſs and practiſe 
what may be comrary to their Belief, in Things that- vannoc 
be injurious to any but their o.]ꝗn Souls. 1 


I. is no Wonder, if we find Chriſtianity gain no Ground ini 
the World; when moſt Chriſtians ſeem oblig d to build their 
Religion on Human Authority; and do 1t-*accordingly 5 ; 

Which 
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which muſt appear to a conſidering Infidel to be. robbinp. 
the Almighty of His Prerogative, and Mankind of the greate 
Kight they have a Claim to. Bigots will do well to conſider, 
what tempted Julian to Apoſtatize to Heatheniſm, and what 
is that Stone of Stumbling, and Rock of Offence on which all 
the ſober and confidering Atheiſts and Deiſts of our Day ſplit. 

But woe be to Them by whom this Offence comes. Let them 
remember that our Saviour in ſuch a Caſe.ſays, © That it had 
* been better for them to have had a Milſtone hung about their 
* Necks, and they themſelves caſt into the Sea. Nor can it be 
any Surprize, that Proteſtants Apoſtatize in ſuch great Numbers 
to the Church of Rome in many Countries in Europe, inſtead of 
Papiſts becoming Proteſtants, when there is ſo little of the Pro- 
teſtant Doctrine taught or practis d in the World. Proteſtantiſm, 
as our Enemies of the Church of Rome 5 us, is become 
but a Name, the Thing is in a manner loſt. Proteſtant Fallible 
Churches and States judge as much for their Members and 
Subjects in pure Matters of Religion, as the pretended Infalli- 
ble Church of Rome, . tho” they do not perhaps enforce their 
Creeds and Rituals by ſuch ſevere Penalties. It is abſurd for 
any fallible Man to judge for another in Matters of Religion. 
It is more abſurd for a Proteſtant to do it, becauſe by it he 
muſt become inconſiſtent. with himſelf, and be Self-condemn' 
af he reflects at all; whilſt he cannot but ſee, that he builds 
again thoſe Things he has deſtroy'd. Bur for any, Member. of 
the Church of Exgland to be for the Perſecution of peaceable. 
Diſſenters, ſeems more abſurd than for any other Proteſtant 
whatſoever :. Becauſe, the Church of England has carry'd the 
Right of Judging for herſelf farther than any other Church in 
: the World ; having diſſented in Policy, Diſcipline and Wor- 
| hip from all other Churches in Ghrifendom, both Popiſn and 
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I will well hecome us in England to conſider what is that 
National Crime, for which Almighty G o.D. threatens to con- 
tend with us. Let every Man after he has laid aſide all Heat, 
| Party and Prejudice, and ſet himſelf as in the Preſence of the 
| All-learching. Impartial, and Dreadful. Judge of all the Earth, 
| think with himſelf upon the beſt Recollection he is capable of, 
| whether there be any Crime of: ſo high „ 
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and Man, as judging for others in Religions Matters, and Per- 
ſecuting them if they will not Conform to our Opinions ? And 
Whether there s any Crime among us that ſo much deſerves, 
the Character of a National one, on many Accounts as this? 
If Perſecution be one of the diſtinguiſhing Characters of Spi- 
ritual Babylon, The Voice from Heaven, is to come out of 
** her, and not to be Partakers of her Sins, that you receive 
not of her Plagues. * - 42086 


N a x, It will well become 4 Proreftants in every Part of 
Europe, at this time of Day, ſeriouſly to reflet, Whether, if 
they will not ſuffer Diſſenters in their ſeveral Countries to 
judge for themſelves, they will not provoke Almighty Gov, 
to take from them the Power of judging for Themſelves, and 
the Power they unjuſtly: Uſurp of judging for Others, and 
ſuffer them all once more to come under the Power of the 
pretended infallible Judge of Rome. And if they will neither 
allow ALMicuTY GOD His Undoubted Prerogative over the 
Conſciences of Men, nor their Fellow-Creatures their undoub- 
ted Rights and Privileges, whether they have not the greateſt 
Reaſon to apprehend, that He will in His Juſt Vengeance ſuf-- 
fer all their Prerogatives and Privileges to be ſwallowed up in 
the Univerſal Monarchy of an enterprizing haughry Neigh- 
bouring Power... 5 | : 


Bur notwichfſtanding the clear Evidence there is for the 
Toleration of all Religions that are not injurious to others, 
yet indeed it happened ſoon: after the Reſtoration! of King 
CHaBkr gs: I by the Presbyterians, that ſeveral very: ſevere 
Laws were made againit PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, to the 
great Scandal: of a Proteſtant Country. But it is to be ob- 
ſer vd, that they were made under the Influence ' of a Popifſi 
King, and a much more Bigotted Popiſſi Sueceſſor, in the 
views of introducing Popiſh and Arbitrary Power, and under 
the freſh and violent Reſentments of che Nobility, Gentry and 
Clergy of England, for the change of the Conſtitution in Churen 
and State, which: had been brought about by ſome that diſ- 
ſented from the Church: From whence it became a very com - 
mon, tho? a very falſe Maxim, That all Diſſenters aim d ar 
nothing --lefs than the Subverſion of the Monarchy, = | _—_ 
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Church: Whereas it is moſt certain, as my Lord Clarendon very 
juſtly obſerves, That it was ſtraining Things too far in Church 
and State, that. made Churchmen become Diſſenters, and not 
Original Diſſenters, that brought in Presbytery or the Common 
Wealth. But if it had, and the Diſſenters after the Reſtoration 
had been apprehended to have entertain'd the like Deſigns a- 
gainſt Church or State, proper. Laws ſhould have been fram'd 
. againſt Men of ſuch unpeaceable Factious Principles, but not 
_ againſt a peaceable Diſſent from the Church, as all the Penal 

_ 'Laws.againſt-PRoTeEsTANT Diss ENT ERS in that Reign were. 
And, yet as ſoon as this firſt Heat abated, that very Parliament 
that made all thoſe Penal Laws Voted, That the putting them in 
Execution at that Time, was grievous to the Subject, a weakning 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, an encouragement to Popery, and dangerous 
to the Peace of the Kingdom. And that and ſeveral Succeeding Par- 
liaments, would have given them Eaſe, if the Practices of that 
Caurt and Miniſtry had not prevented them: It being evi- 
dent that theſe Meaſures, as they came from Papiſts, tended to 
nothing but to divide, and weaken the Proteſtant, and to 
s ao © ſtrengthen. the Popiſh Intereſt both at Home and 


TRA ISs-it had like to have done in a very extraordinary 
Manner, by the Uſe that King James II. made of it after he 
came to the Throne: Which was to court the Diſſenters eto 

fall in with his Popiſh and Arbitrary Meaſures, by giving 
them an Indulgence, and other Marks of his Royal Favour; 
thereby repreſenting the Church of Ezgland as the Mercileſs 
Church, and the Church of Rome as a Pattern. of. Clemency 
and Tenderneſs. Diſcite Fuſtitiam eMoniti ! — But the 
Church- men then confeſs d their Folly and Iniquity, own d 
they had. been but the Tools of Papiſts in Perſecuting their 
Proteſtant Diſſenting-Brethren, entreated them not to fall in 
vith the King's Meaſures to the Common Ruin of the Nation, 
and that if they would not, they.themſelves wou'd, whenever 
it. was in their Power, come to a juſt Temper with-them, both 
as to a Toleration, and a Comprehenſion : And confeſs'd, That 
„i ever the Church of Englazd, after ſhe got out of this Storm, 
ſhould hearken again to the Counſel of any Sour Peeviſh Men 
-amongſt them, ſhe would be abandon d by Go p. and _ | 
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and bring down che juſt Diſpleaſure of Heaven againſt her. 
May Almighty Gop in his Infinite Mercy grant, that our 
Sins be broken off by Repentance, that ſo the Guilt of broken 


Vows and Promiſes, may never fall on a Proteſtant Church 
and Nation . ths NO 


INDEED, at the Revolution, the Obligation and Intereſt 

of the Government to give Eaſe to ſcrupulous Conſciencs 
appear'd ſo plain, that with the Reſtoration of our other Li- 
berties, this moſt Invaluable One of our Conſciences, was in 
ſome meaſure recover'd to us, by an Act for Exempting Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters from the Penalties of ſeveral Laws in force 
againſt them. The Right Proteſtant Diſſenters had to it, 
and the Advantages it brought to the Kingdom, has ſhone 
out in ſo full a Luſtre fince, that a Toleration has become as 
it were a Fundamental Principle and Maxim of our Govern- 
ment. Inſomuch, that it has been thought necceſſary on 
every Attempt that has been made againſt it, particularly 
when an Occaſional-Bill was brought into Parliament in the 
firſt Year of Her MAIEST L's Reign, to have a Declaration 
made by every Part of the Legiſlature, That it ought, and 
ſhould be inviolably maintain'd. And the Laſt. Parliament, 
4 Parliament than which none ſure has been thought more de- 
voted to the Intereſt of the Crown and the Church, were 
pleas'd to aſſure Her MEST in their Addreſs, An. 1710. 
That As they were Fellow-Chriſtians, and Fellow-Subjects 
« with the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who were ſo unhappy as 
eto entertain Scruples againſt Conformity with the Church, 
they were deſirous and determin'd, to let them quietly en- 
joy that Indulgence which the Law had allow'd them. And 
the Nation has receiv'd freſh Aſſurances in the Occaſional-Con- 
formity-Act, That the Toleration is, and ſhall be thereby 
© Racify'd and Confirm'd, and ſhall at all Times be inviola- 
„ bly obſerv d.. Which is of the greater Force, becauſe the 
Government did as it were by that Act come to a Stipulati- 
on with the Diſſenters, that ſhe would upon depriving them of 
Offices, allow them every other Part of their Toleration, with- 
out Altering or Retrenching it; and ſezm'd to give them this 
Security of their Toleration as a Compenſation for the Inca- 
pacity they were brought under, as that Incapacity, was it ſeems, 
ml f . thought 


(18) 

thought neeeſſary to quiet the Fears of the Danger of the 
Church: And thus to fix: this as the Temper that ſhould be ab- 
fexv'd berween the Two Parties in all Times to come: The 
Church was to have no more, and the Diſſenters no leſs. 


War has no doubt, tended very much to procure theſe 
gracious Aſſurances in their Favour, was, That it had been plain 
in a Courſe of near Thirty Years Experience, that the Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters are wot Men of thoſe Principles they had been per- 

haps thought to be of, as well as repreſented. They have given 
the fulleft Proofs by their Conduct, that they are Enemies to no 
Monarchy, but a Tarkiſh or a French one; nor to any Church 
in England, but a Popiſh one; that is, one which, tho' it may 
retain the Name of a Proteſtant Church, is for high Degrees of 
-Uncharitableneſs and Perſecution, and for uniting with the 
Church of Rome. They have made it as plain too, that they are 
true Friends to an Engliſb Monarchy, and hearty well-wiſheis 
to the Proteſtant Church of Exgland. They take Her to be 
a True Chriftian Church, and by far the greater Part of 
them, eſpecially the Miniſters, and the more Conſidering 
Part of the People, think themfelves bound to treat Her and 
all Her Members under that Conſieration. They wiſh Her 
indeed farther Reform'd from many Things which, as in their 
Opinion came from Rome, ſeem maniteſtly to lead Her thither 
agam; and therefore think it their Duty, in obedience to 
the Command of their Bleſſed LORD and MASTER, and 
from the greateſt Tenderneſs to Her, with all humility: to bear 
their Teſtimony againſt them by a publick and open Profeſ- 
flon; but without breaking Love, Charity and Communion 
with her, which they defire to maintain on all proper Occa- 
fions: They pray for the Bleſſing of Gop upon her, and preach 
vp Moderation, Charity, Love and Comraunion with her in 
their Publick Aſſemblies. I can't better expreſs. the worft 
they wiſh her, than in the Words of a very worthy Perſon, 
in a Sermon to. a Diſſenting Congregation: ** That: Gap 
© wou'd in much Goodneſs ſupport and defend Her againſt 
A all attempts of Popery, and in His due Time, and in the 
& gentleſt Manner, purge her from any Errors or Corruptions 
'< which may leſſen the Perfection of her Beauty or Holinels”. 
And indeed the Principles that are generally. * the 
| : enrets 
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Diſſenters. in reſpect to Government, are, That the Engliſh 


Conſtitution is the beſt of any this Day in the World. And the 
Sentiments they have for ſome Tine propagared in Matters of 
Religion, amount to the Principles of an Univerſal Toleration, 
Catholick Communion, and a farther Reformation of whats 
ever they take to be amiſs in Doctrine, Diſcipline or Worſhip, as 
far as they can bring ir about by the Means of Perſuaſion and Ex- 
ample, and by no other Means wharſoever : Than which no Prin- 
ciples can be deviſed; more friendly co Mankind, or on all Ac- 
counts more agreeable to the Light of Nature or Revelation. 


As I have thus endeavour'd faithfully to repreſent their 


Principles, fo I would now beg leave to repreſent their Caſe, 


as it ſtands ſince the late Occaſional Conformity Act. Thoſe 
among the Diſſenters that had Offices during Her Majeſty's 
Pleaſure ate depriv'd of them, if they ga but once to a Meet- 
ing, made liable to à conſiderable Fine, and incapable 
of the Honour and Advantage of ſerving Her Majeſty, or their 
Country for the future. Thoſe which had Offices that were 
confider'd as Free-holds, are depriv'd' of ſuch their Free-holds, 
as much as if they were during pleaſafe ; tho they be of nevet 
ſo conſiderable a Value, and be the whole they poſſeſs in the 
World: Whereas Magna Charta enacts, That no Man ſhall be 
fin d without Salvo Contenimento. And the ſevereſt Act againſt 
the DissENTERS in King CHARLES II. Reign went no far- 
ther than to fine a Man 20 J. per Month, if in all that Time he 
abſented himſelf from the Church. And what is I believe pe- 
culiar to our own Country, They are yet liable to all Offices 
of Burthen, tho' they are made incapable of any of Profit; and 


notwithſtanding ſome of thoſe Offices of Burthen are of the 
Higheſt Truſt in our Country. Thoſe of them particularly that 


are poſſeſs d of Lands in any of the Counties, or of Freedoms 
in any of the Cities in England, are liable to be made Sheriffs: 
By which they muſt either abſent themſelves from their pu- 
blick Aſſemblies againſt their Conſciences if they execute 
that Office; or ale be liable to ſuch Fines, and Actions for 
Damages, it they don't, as may ruin a Man of the beſt Eſtate 
in England. By theſe Means all of them, tho' they have no 
Lands or Freedoms, no Offices, or would not accept them, are 
put under a Mark of great Infamy and Reproach, and are 
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zofted as Men not fit to execute any Office of Honour or 
ruſt in their Country: Whereby they are expos d to the III. 
will and Contempt of their Neighbours, and a Way is Pav'd 
to farther Marks of the Government's Diſpleaſure àgainſt 


Or this laſt unhappy Tendency of the Occaſional Conformity Ad, 
They have receiv d a moſt ſurprizing and mortifying Inſtance in 
the Bill for the Preventing the farther Growth of Schiſm: Whereby 
they will be prevented in the moſt unprecedented and effectu- 
al manner from having their Children Educated by any of 
their own Perfuaſion, or in their own Opinions, even by Per- 
ſons Conforming to the Eſtabliſh'd Church. This they think 
would be a Severe Perſecution of them for theſe three Reaſons, 
(x.) That it deprives many School-maſters, and Schoob- 
miſtreſſes, and all other Inſtructors of Youth of a Mainte- 
nance for the ſake of their Conſciences ; and ſome of them 
of a Calling which they have as legal a right to exerciſe, as 
any Diſſenter can have to exerciſe any other Trade whatſo- 
ever: As in the Caſe of thoſe who have a Freedom to teach 
Writing, Arithmetick, Accompts, and ſome parts of the Ma- 
themaricks, upon ſerving an Apprentiſhip Seven Years in the 
City of Londen, and many other Cities and Towns of Eng- 
land. (2.) That it renders the Toleration but a Temporary 
Thing, and provides that it ſhall not out-live thoſe .that are 
already Educated. Now to Tolerate but for a Time, is certainly 
to Perſecute afterwards. Beſides, that it ſeems altogether in- 
conſiſtent to make a new Law, in order to make a Eaw ab 
ready in Being (I mean the Adt of Exemption ) a Temporary 
Act, which is in its own Nature a perpetual One. (3.) That it de- 
ſtroys the Toleration in a moſt Eſſential Part of it at prefent. If 
2 Man enjoys any Toleration it is for himſelf, but if Prote- 
{tant Diſſenters are not allow'd to Educate their Children in 
their own Way, they can never be ſaid to be Tolerated, ſince 
theirChildren are aPart of themſelves,and to be govern'd intirely 
by them till they attain the uſe of their Reaſon. All young Crea- 
cures are under the Care of their Dams, till. they are able to 
ſhift for themſelves : But Infants are brought into the World 
in à more helpleſs State than any others, and are longer be- 
fore they arrive at their Vigour and Perfection, becauſe. their 


Parents. 


8 


parents are endued with Reaſon, in order to the well govern- 
ing their Off. ſpring, by the Great Author of Nature, who 


does nothing that is redundant or in vain. Their Parents. 


moreover are endued with a natural Tenderneſs towards them, 
which laſts longer in Men and Women than in any Brute 
Creatures, in order to ſtimulate them to a due Care over the 
tender Years of their Children: Without which Inſtinct, the: 
Toil would become intollerable, and univerſally neglected: 
So that to Reſtrain Parents from Educating their Children in 
ſuch. Sentiments they think beſt, whilſt they are not Injuxi- 


ous to others, is to pervert the Order of Nature, and the ſettled 
Courſe of Things. | 


Ax D that which makes this the wore Grievous is, That the 
obliging Parents to Educate their Children under ſuch as they 


ſhould not chooſe, has a natural 'Tendency to alienate the- 


Children from their Parents, and Parents from their Children, 


and to rob their Families of the Peace and Order they might 


otherwiſe enjoy, and themſelves of the Satisfaction they 
ought naturally to take in one another. For what can Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters expect, but that the utmoſt Endeavours.. 
ſhou'd be us d to breed up their Children in the ſtrongeſt- 
prejudices againſt them; and that their: tender Minds muſt be 
over-born by the Attacks that will be made upon them. It 

were perhaps more Merciful to render Proteſtant Diſſenters 
incapable of Marriage, and oblige them to conflict with all the 


Temptations and Hardſhips of a ſingle State, rather than to- 


leave them capable of Marriage, and deny them the great End 


and Bleſſing of it, in the Education and Comfort of their 
Children. 


TRE Severity of this Bill is ſo much the greater on the 
Account (I.) of its Extem, which is to all Schoobmaſters 
and Miſtreſſes, all private Tutors, Governours and Gover- 
neſſes of all Kinds; (tho' they were - only. to Teach the 
Bible and the Liturgy of the Church) perhaps to Maſters 
of Ships, and GoD only knows how much farcher.” By 
this Means, Perſecution that has never extended it ſelf be- 
yond publick Aſſemblies, is now to enter the private Families, 
not only of Diſſenters, but as it may happen of the beſt: 

Conformiſts 
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Conformiſts in England. (20 Of the Tef, which is to be put 


n all Teachers of Youth, which is, not only to conform 


to the Church in ſome Inſtances, and at ſome Times, the 


only Teſt in former Perſecutions, but never to go after- 
wards to a Meeting; which is not only inconſiſtent with a 
Diſſenter's Principles, bur with a good Chriſtian's; in as 
much as it makes him renounce. Two Articles of our Creed, 
that of the Catholick-Cherch, and the Communion of Saints, 
Articles brought into it in oppoſition to confining Chriſtia- 
nity, or our Communion to any one Sect or Party of Saints 
or Chriſtians whatſoever., (3.) Of the Manner in which it 
is to be executed, whereby they are to be fubje&ed not only 
to a ſevere Law, but to the Piques and Paſſions of thoſ. 
that are to be their Judges, to the Oppreſſions peculiar to 


the Spiritual-Courts, and yet to be cut off from the Juſtice 


of Weſtminſter Hall. 


ANOTHER Hardſhip in this Bill, is, That it may pre- 
vent the Children of Proteſtant Diſſenters from being educated 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, by forbidding any 
Conforming School-maſter or School-Miſtreſs, or any pri- 
vate Family Tutor or Teacher, from teaching any Cate- 


chiſm but that of the Church: Which the Children of Diſ- 


ſenters can't only not anſwer wich Truth, not having God- 
fathers and Godmothers (as is very well obſerv'd in the Ler- 
ter to a Member of Parliament relating to the Bill for 
preventing the farther Growth of Schiſm, &c.) but which will 
make the Chriſtian Religion of no Force with them: Our 
Obligation to the Belief and Duties of the Chriſtian 
Religion being laid down in that Catechiſm, as deriving all 
its Force from the Vow and Promiſe that our Godfathers 
and Godmothers made in-our Name at our Baptiſm, That 
we ſhould renounce the Devil, & But then certainly, the 
Children of Diſſenters can't learn that they are under any 
Obligations to take upon them the. Profeſſion or Practice 
of the Chriſtian Religion from that Catechiſm, ſince they 
had not the Benefit of Goflips vowing theſe Things for them, 
and in their Name, at that Solemnity. 
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Ixs Severity is likewiſe very much enhanc'd; if we either 


compare it, with the ſevere Treatment the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
met with in the Reign of King Charles II. (in which, how 
much ſoever they were proſecmed on other Penal Laws, 
they were always conniv d at in this) Or, if we conſider 
the Tenderneſs Her Majeſty has been pleas'd to expreſs for 
the Presbyterians of Hungary, Sileſia, and France; or the un- 
uſual Favour that has been ſhewn to the Diſſenters of Scotland; 
tho” their Scruples are of ſuch a Nature as make them re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to the Government of their Country, as 
well as to conform to the Church. It ſeems particularly 
ſevere that there ſſhou d be no Calvigiſts, no Presbyterians, 
no Diſſenters which ſhou'd not deſerve great Marks of 
rom and Countenance, except thols of our own 
Growth. | 


TRE Severity of this Bill ſeems, in the laſt Place, car- 
ried to the greateſt Height, in as much as this Crime of any 
Teachers of Youth going to a Meeting is never to be purged 
away ; no not by performing a Quarantain for a Twelve- month 
in the Church; which yet will do in a Caſe of a like Na- 
ture. So that this ſeems to be treated as the only unpar- 
donable Sin of this Kind in our Country, for which there 
is not any room left for Repentance. | 


Tuxsk are ſome of che Severities of this Bill. The Efe# of it 
i ever it ſhou'd paſs into a Law, muſt be, in the firſt place, That 
ſeveral of thofe that Teach Youth will be reducd to Want, 
it may be to Starve, or to become a Burthen on the Pariſh : 


Many of which are not only Men of a liberal Education, and 


great Worth, but Confeſſors for their Religion. And in the 
next place, That thoſe that are to be taught, (unleſs Diſſen- 
ters will ſuffer their Children to be bred up in the utmoſt 
Prejudices againſt them and their Sentiments) muſt either be 


bred up without Learning; which cannot but have very ill. 


Effects on Church and State: Or elſe muſt be fent Abroad to. 
get it: Which, as it will carry out a great deal of the Caſſr 
of the Kingdom, fo it will return them Home to us with: 
Principles leſs difposd to the Conſtiturion in — and: 

tate, 
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State, than what they wou'd learn from Proteſtant Diſſenters 


at Home. This is the leaſt of the ill Effects it will produce. 
Perhaps, it may in Time eee all Letters, and bring us to 
the ſame State of Barbariſm and Ignorance that we were once 


brought to by allowing none to teach but the Monks. Mono- 


polies will ever be found as fatal to Learning as to Trade; and 
the deepeſt Ignorance will ſome Time or other be the Conſe- 
quence of all Reſtraints upon Literature, But it will, in all pros 


bability, much ſooner make great Numbers of Perſons tranſplant 


themſelves, with their Eſtates, Trades, Arts, Myſteries, and Mai 
nufactures into ſome more Hoſpitable Region, where they may 
not be deny'd the ineſtimable Privilege and Comfort of educating 
their Children, to the unſpeakable Detriment of the Lande 

and Trading Intereſt of our. Country. The Bill itſelf has 4 
natural Tendency to theſe melancholy Conſequences; and 
what will give it the greater, will be, That Proteſtant. Diſſen- 
ters will be apt to conclude that no Flace will in a little Time 
be allow d'them in a Nation, which tho' it gave them Breath, 
has not only reducd them to be Hewers of Wood and 
Drawers of Water, but declares their Principles to be ſuch as 
are not fit to be tranſmitted to the ſucceeding Generation, 


AND what, for God's Sake, is all ths for? The Title of the 
Bill is, to prevent the farther Growth of Schiſm, and to ſecure 
the Church. But is the Growth of Schiſm to be prevented by 
Widening our Breaches, Eſtabliſhing Uncharitableneſs, and 


Diſcourazing Occaſional Communion, the likelieſt Expedient 


to Reſtore Chriſtian Love and Charity among Us, the only 
Scripture Unity of the Church. Or can the Chriſtianity of the 
Church be farther {ecur'd by deſtroying the Principles on which 
Chriſtianity is built, viz. That of Judging of the Mind of our 
LokD and MASTER for ourſelve; and Judging Chari- 
tably of thoſe that Differ from Us ab it. Is it to gain an 
entire Uniformity ? Is that obtain'd among Conformiſts them- 
ſelves? Or can it be even by an Inquiſition ? If it could, 
What Advantage will redound from it? Can Conformity 
render the Diſſenters more peaceable Subjects, more ready to 
own Her Majeſty's Title, or Her Proteſtant Sucteſſors, more 


willing to pay Taxes towards the Support of the Govern- 


ment, more ſober, frugal, induſtrious than they are 5 . 
| | wi 


GA 
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Will fewer ſuffer among them as Evil Doers? Will the Balance 
of Parties be better prelerv'd, on which the Balance of Power 
in England and Europe does in a good Meaſure depend? 
Will there be more Learning and ſtrictneſs of Life, more 
Humility and Paſtoral Care among the Clergy 2 Or will 
there be more Peace and good Neighbourhood in the King- 
dom, more Love and Charity in the Church? If there would, 
How come we to find Conformiſts reproaching each other Dai- 
ly with the want of all theſe Things, notwithſtanding the moſt 
rigorous Conformity? If Men have a Diſpoſition to Peace 
and Love, there will be ne'er the leſs of that happy Temper 
for leſſer Differences in Religion; Charity and Forbear- 
ance will unite us all, notwithſtanding different Opinions, 
and be the Bond of Perfection under all our mutual Weak- 
neſſes and Infirmities, and teach Men to agree to differ, as 
amicably, as to agree: And it Men han't it, the ſtricteſt Uni- 
formity in the World can't produce it. 


I'T can never be imagin'd, that the only Deſign of this Bill 
is to ſecure the Eſtabliſhment of the Church or State; fince the Diſ- 
{enters have given allthe Securities to the Government for their 
good Behaviour that any other Body of Men have done; at the 
{ame time that there is not ſo much as a ſingle Man amongſt em 
ſuſpected of entertaining the leaſt Scruple about Her Majeſty's 
undoubted Title to the Crown, and of that of the Princeſs So- 
phia, and the Heirs of Her Body, being Proteſtants; according 
to the Limitations of the Act of Succeſſion. And if the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Church had been thought in Danger from Youth's 
being educated in the Principles differing from thoſe that 
are ſetled by the Act of Uniformity, why ſhould not Clauſes to 
reſtrain Popifh and Jacobite Schools have been readily em- 
brac'd ? ſince there can be no Proteſtants but mult think 
thoſe Schiſmaticks and Diſſenters more dangerous to Church 
and State, than other Diſſenters, who are Proteſtants, and 
Well- affected to Both? But if without Foundation, and 
contrary to. all Appearance, there cou'd be any Suſpicion 
that Principles are taught by Diſſenting School-maſters, School- 
-miitreſſes, or other Tutors and 555 of Youth dange- 
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rous to Church and State, let all the State Oaths be required 
of them to render them capable of Teaching; together with 
a ſolemn Declaration, That they think it abſolutely unlaw- 
* ful to endeavour to inſtill any Principles into the Youth 
ce that ſhall be committed to their Care, which may tend 
© to make them take any other Way to alter the preſent 


* Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, than by Perſuaſion, 
* and their own profeſt Difſent.” If it had been the only De- 


fign of this Bill to give a farther Security to the Church and 


State, ſome ſuch Tefts as Theſe wou'd have been requir'd from 


Diſſenting Inſtructors of Youth ; but it wou'd never have been 
propos'd, that they ſhould not at any Time afterwards go to 
a Meeting. That indeed may be fitly calculated to pro- 


duce a ſtricter Uniformity, and to extirpate Diſſenters; 


but can never be fram'd for the bare Security of the Church 


or State. 


I's the mean while, to what Melancholy Thoughts will theſe 
unhappy Meafures bring us! Meaſures concerted only to 


compaſs a Thing that ſeems altogether uſeleſs, if not pernicious.. 
What Idea will this Bill give us of the Conſtitution, and the Cle- 


mency of the Britiſh Government! Has not an Union between 
the Two Kingdoms been happily accompliſh'd in Her Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, by which a Presbyterian Ghurch Government, 


 Extempore Prayers, and a Simplicity of Chriſtian Worſhip, are 


as much eſtabliſhed on t'other Side of the Tweed, and declar'd 


to be a Part of Go D's Worſhip, as Epiſcopacy, a Liturgy 


and Ceremonies are on this? And has not Her Majeſty 
often declar'd this happy Union the greateſt Felicity and 
Glory of her Reign? And ſhall it be ſtain'd by declaring the 
Ait Ame Thing in a good Meaſure on the North Side, a 
little River, the true Chriſtian Religion, and the Purity of. 
Gop's Worſhip 2 And intolerable, and unfit to be allow'd on 
any Conſideration whatſoever, on the South ſide of it? Has not 
Her Majeſty given Peace to Mankind? Peace to our Ene- 
mies? A Peace that they themſelves acknowledge to be 

Glorious, and to have receiv'd from Her Majeſty's Bounty ? 
And are the poor Ergisſh Diſſenting Proteſtants the only 
| Men 


(a) 


Men, That inſtead of being allowed to 22 the mighty 
Bleflings it brings along with it, are to be Sacrific'd as 4 
Thank- offering for it? But does the Saviour of rhe World 
delight in Human Sacrifices, or in the Uneaſineſs and Di- 
ſtreſſes of Mankind? Or the Deſtroyer of it? And yet has 
not Her Majeſty been in a good Meaſure put into Cir- 
cumſtances to acquire the Glory of giving this merciful 
Peace to Her Enemies, by the Taxes and Loans theſe Men 
have chearfully contributed to the War? It may be, b 

their Fervent and Inceſlant Prayers for its Succeſs. And 
what is the Uſe Her Majeſty continually recommends to 
Her Parliament and Her People, as the fitteſt ro be made 
of Peace Abroad, but Peace at Home ? But are we per- 
verſely by Peace, to underſtand Perſecution ? Unfortunate 
Men! that ſhall be deſtin'd to ſuch. Severities ; not only 
whilſt Innocence, and ſome Degree of Merit is found 
amongſt them, but under the Protection of the Conſtitu- 


tion, and the perpetual Recommendations to Peace and 
Union from the Throne. | 


WHAT Idea will this give Men of a Church, that tho' 
ſhe be arm'd with all the Laws the Wit of Man can con- 
trive, with Numbers, with the People of Conſideration 
for Learning and Quality among us, with the far greater 
Part of the Lands, and Riches, and all the Power and Ho- 
nour of the Kingdom, and with a Revenue of perhaps 
Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds per Annum, to Breed and 
Maintain Learned Advocates for her Cauſe, yet can't be 
ſatisfied, or think herſelf ſafe, unleſs her poor Diſſenting Bre- 
thren be depriv'd of all Means of Learning and Education 2 
But does not this ſeem to be a Conduct better Calculated to 
promote the Cauſe of a Julian, or a Lewis XIV, Perſons 
perhaps ſuſpecting the Side they had taken; than of Prote- 
ſtants that think they have ſo much to alledge in their own 
Behalf, as to juſtify them in the utmoſt Contempt of all that 
differ from them? If the Diſſenters muſt be thought Ene- 
mies to the Church, is this yet the Way to treat contemp- 
tible Enemies ? Or is it not rather the ready one to render 
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them Conſiderable in the Opinion of all By-ſtanders ? And 
what Hurt have theſe Men done? Let their worſt Enemies 
ſtand forth and charge them; what Evil is found in them, 
ſaving in the Matter of their G o D? Can Proteſtant Diſfen- 
ters do the Church any Harm by publickly declaring, That 
in their Opinion ſhe is in ſome leſſer Points miſtaken, 
to her own Hurt; which though they believe her Conſci- 
entious in the Profeſſion or Practice of, yet have in their 
poor Opinion an unhappy Tendency, and that to herſelf, 
to the Cauſe of Truth, and to the Nation. On the con- 
trary, is not this what they are obligd to by Truth, by 
the Go p of Truth, and by that Law of Charity which we 
are all under towards Brethren that we think (no matter with 
how little Reaſon, whilſt we think it) under a Miſtake, and 
a Miſtake of Conſequence ? Gamaliel's Advice is in this Caſe 
unanſwerable. If the Diſſenters are miſtaken, tis impoſſible 
they can gain Ground againſt a'Church ſo well fortified and 
defended : If they are nor, vain are all Laws againſt them, 
e Magna eſt veritas, & prævalebit. | 
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A xD muſt the Diſſenters be the moſt unkindly treated 
after they have worn out the old Prejudices-againit them? Muft 
they be more hardly usd; now that it is plain there is not 
a Republican amongſt them, than when they were all thought 
Commonwealths-Men ? Are new Severities to be us'd in cool 
Blood, and unprovok d, when an Exemption from them has 
brought the Diſſenters nearer to the Church in Love and 
Charity, than ever, and to profeſs more friendly Principles to 
Mankind, than any Body of Men in the World? Is perſecu- 
ting the only Number of Men, who have not a Real or a 
Sulpeted Jacobite among them, the Way to keep out the 
Pretender? Or is the diſtreſſing thoſe who are entirely, and 
to a Man, for the Succeſſion in the Utuſtrious Houſe of 
Hannover, the Way to ſtrengthen that Succeſſion to the 
Throne of theſe Realms? 0 . 


— 
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Crime againſt Go p and Man, that Human Nature can be 
guilty of: If there be no Inſtance in Hiſtory, where Perſe- 
cution has not drawn down the. exemplary Vengeance of 
Heaven; If there be no Party among us; that having per- 
ſecuted, has not been perſecuted again; and by Perſecution 
been for ſome Time at leaſt brought to Repentance; If, after all, 
inſtead of keeping at the greateſt Diſtance from this Crime, 


we ſhall become guilty of it in the moſt aggravated Man- 
ner; what can we expect, but that © With the Meaſure we. 
* mete, It ſhall be meted to us again“? And that He, whoſe 
Right alone our Conſciences are, will overturn every Thing 
that is his Rival, and that becomes the Object of his 


Jealouſy, by ſtanding in Competition with him in his Rule 


and Government of the World ? © Be wiſe now therefore, 
% O ye Kings, be inſtructed ye Judges of the Earth. Serve 
© the Lord with Fear, rejoyce with Trembling. Kiſs the Son 
ce leaſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the Way; when his 
© Wrath is kindled but a little, bleſſed and only blefled } 


«© are they that pur their Truſt in Him.“ 


I Hort, Your Lordſhip will overlook. the many Faults, . 
which the Hurry, in which this has been wrir, has in ſome . 
Meaſure occation'd. Something more, as well as a great 
deal better, might have been ſaid, if the unuſual Expedition 
with which this Bill has movd, would have permitted it. 
I know Your Lordſhip's Goodneſs will impute the Faults 
that are in this Letter to the Cauſe, no farther than you 


think that anſwerable for them. And your own ſure Judg- 


ment will ſuggeſt many Things to you where I have been 


wanting: I: Your Lordſhip thinks any Thing that I have 


offer'd here, has any Weight in it, I know I need not 
beg You to oppoſe this Bill with Your Vote and Inte- 
reſt; or with that Strength of Reaſon, and Force of Elo- 
quence, in which You are admir'd and envy'd by Mankind, 
and by which You have ſo often, and fo inimitably, ſet cut 

Perſecution: 
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Arn in the laſt Place, If Perſecution be the greateſt- 
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Perſecution in its moſt black and odious Colours, from the 
Preſs, the Pulpit and the Biſhop's Bench. Every honeſt Cauſe 
has Yeur Lordſhip for its Advocate. But if this Cauſe ap- 
pears to You, what it does the moſt evidently to me, 
the Cauſe of Truth, of Religion, and of Liberty, I know 
You will diſtinguiſh it by peculiar Marks of Your Zeal, 
and thereby render all Good Men more devoted to You, 
than they are at preſent, if that be poſlible, and parti- 
cularly, | 6 


Ty 
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Ah LORD, 


Tour LORDSHIPS 
moſt Faithful 


and moſt Obedient Servant. 


June the 5th. 171. 
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Shewing how far the BILL to prevent 
the further Growth of ScHisu, &c. 
is Inconſiſtent with the AcT of 
ToLERATION, and other Laws of 
this Realm. 


June 18. 1714: 


My Lok Ds 


\ | OT having the Statute-Books by me, when I did myſelf 
the Honour to write to Your, Lox DsSrrly, I did 
not dip into the Law-par* of the Argument againſt this Bil]; 
1 not doubting but that I ſhould find that done by ſome abler 
3 Hand. I have ſince receiv'd the following REASON Ss, to 
ſhew how far this Bill is inconſiſtent with the Act of Exemp- 
tion, and other Laws of this Realm, from One very Capable 
o ſetting that Matter in a true Eight. Give me Leave to- 
tranſmit Them to Your Loxps RHI juſt as I receiv'd Them. 


— 3 —ͤ ——  O——_ 
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The Act of Toleration is confirm'd by the Statute of the 
roth of the Qu E EN for preventing Occaſional Conformi- ö 
* ty z. wherein it is declar'd, That the Toleration ſhall be, and ; 


cc 18 | 
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bo. 


* 
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ce is, hereby Ratify d and Confirm'd ; and that the ſame Ac 
„ ſhall at all Times be inviolably Obſerv'd : But this Bill is 
© contrary to the ſaid At, which relieves us from the Penal- 


ties of ſeveral Laws, and among others, of the 23 Eliz. I. 
1 F. I. 4. 17 C. II. 2. iq 


* The 23 Elix. I. Enacts, That if any Perſon ſhall keep a 
e School-maſter, which ſhall not repair to Church, or be al- 
F low'd by the Biſhop, Cc. He ſhall forteit for every Month 
he ſo keeps him 107. And that ſuch School-maſter teaching 
© contrary to that Act, ſhall be diſabled to teach for the fu- 
{© ture, and {uffer Impriſonment for one Year without Bail. 


© The 1 F. I. 4. Enacts, That no School-maſter ſhall Teach 
without Licence from the .Biſhop, G. And every One of- 
ſending ſhall forfeit, for every Day he fo oftends, 40 5. 


ce 
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© We take ourſelves to be Reliev'd from theſe Laws, that is, 
from the 23 Eliz. and 17 C. II. by expreſs Words, and from 
the 1 FJ. I. by Virtue of thoſe general Words, [any OTHER 
Law MADE AGAINST PopIsH RECUSANTS]. And therefore, 

* this Bill which revives the Penalties of thoſe Statutes, or in- 
flicts others for the ſame Matters, is inconſiſtent with, and a 
Breach of the Toleration Act. Otherwiſe, it might be made 
% Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, to go to a Proteſtant 


«© Meeting, and the Toleration Act yet ſaid to be inviolably 
maintain d. 


* 
* 


Obj.“ Tis objected, That the 13 and 14 C. H. ſtands Un- 
c repeal'd, and this Bill is only to make that Act more 
'« effectual. 5 7 = 


Anſ. But we apprehend, That the 13 and 14 C. II. has a 
e plain Reference to the 23 Eliz: and the 1 FJ. I. by Virtue of 
ee the Words, [BEFOTE LICENCE OBTAIN'D, Cc. ACCORDING 


"TO THE LAWS AND STATUTES OF THIs REALM]. Theſe 
<< being the only Statutes that relate to Licenſes : And if theſe 
© are Repeal'd, as with reſpect to us they are, we ſubmit it, 
Whether the other does not fall of Courſe. f 


Beſides, 
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e Beſides, it may deſerve Conſideration, That the Qualifi- 
© cations requir'd of a School-maſter by the 17 C. II. and the 
* 13 & 14 C. II. are exactly the ſame; but the Penalty of the 
© 13 & 14, is greater: If therefore one was Repeal'd for the 
© Eaſe bf Tender Conſciences, ſhall the other which Regards 
© the very ſame Perſons, and lays them under higher Penal- 
© ties, Subſiſt? | . 


© But we apprehend, That this Bill cannot be brought to 
« enforce. the 13 & 14 C. II. both becauſe this Bill extends 
© to thoſe that teach to Read, whereas that Act extended only 
to thoſe that taught Grammar; and becauſe the Quali- 
6 fications -requir'd by this Bill are greater than by that Law: 
« And as we apprehend, not proper to be expected from all 
that perhaps may be fit to teach School. | 


II. © The Puniſhment of the Offenders, is inconſiſtent with 
e the Rights of the Subjects of England, being no leſs than an 
ce utter Incapacity to teach for the future, which in its Conſe- 
F quence is the loſs of their neceſſary Means of Subſiſtence. 


© Upon this Head we beg leave to obſerve, That exceſſive 
„ Fines are condemn'd by the Claim of Rights in the 1 V. A. 
* which being only a Declaration of the ancient Rights of the 
© People, may be explain'd by Magna Charta, c. 14: Which 
* provides, That every Man ſhall be amerc'd according to the 
5 greatneſs of his Offence, ſaving to a Freeman his Contene- 
* ment, to a Merchant his Merchandize, to a Villain his Wain- 
age; that is, ſaving to all People their Means of Subſiſtence. 


III. We think the Proceſs againſt Offenders will be injuri- 
© ous to Proteſtant Diſſenters, and dangerous to the Liberty 
ce of Engliſhmen, according to this Bill. For if the Spiritual 
© Courts are to have Cognizance of the Offence in Teaching 
ce without Licence, ftill ſaving the Civil Juriſdiction, we may 
© be liable to a double Puniſhment, or however, a double 
* Proſecution, which are W Res for the ſame Crs 
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A which is inconſiſtent with the Maxim in the Law, Nemo bi, 


* 


a pupituy pro eodem delifio. 


IV. © And we may likewiſe be fubje& to contrary Obliga- 
ve tions at the ſame Time, if bound to appear in both Courts 
* the ſame Day (which may happen) which is contrary ta the 
© Nature and End of all Laws whatſoever. 


V. © But if the Spiritual Courts ſhall have the ſole Cogni- 
© Zance of this Matter, excluding the Civil, it will be more in- 
ce jurious. This is taking from them the Protection of the 
Laws of their Country, by WN them liable to Profecy- 
ee tions on Canons to which as Lay Perfons they are not ſub- 
_ © je&:; For they are intitul'd to a Prohibition ex debito Fuſti- 
© tie, when the Eccleſiaſtical Courts exceed the Bounds of 
ce their Juriſdiction, or conſtrue Statutes in another Senſe than 
cc. the Common Law Courts, or will not allow legal Proof, or 
& Proceed in their Examination againft the Rules of Common 
Law, or in another Manner than is directed by the Statutes : 
* Becauſe the Courts at Weſtminſter have the fole Right of 
« Expounding Statutes, tho* concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
<«.ci{diction and the Proceedings in their Courts; and that Pro- 
© hibitions have been frequently granted to the Courts of .Stax- 
* Chamber and High- Commiſſion though they were EreQed 
< and Confirm'd by. ſeveral Acts of Parliament: That when 
© ſuch Juriſdiction excluſive of the Courts of Common Law 
er was given to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts by the Statute of the 
er 15th of Edw. III. That Statute was Repeal'd in the fame 
© Year, becauſe contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
< Realm and the King's Prerogative. This deptives them of 
e the Privilege of a Tryal by Jury, which is altering à Funda- 
© mental Part of the Common Law; that Mechad of Tryal 
ee being as old as the Law itſelf, in Uſe ſeveral Hundred Years 
* before the Conqueſt, and Confirm d to the People of Eng- 
„land ſeveral Times fince, particularly by «Magna Charts, C. 
X 9, 14, and 29, Cc. and the Petition of Right; and having 
* many Advantages above any other, as. the Examination of 
«Witneſſes in open Court in the Preſence of all Parties, the | 
© liberty of making Exceptions to the Witneſſes and Matters | 
offer d in Evidence, and the Privilege of * the 
5 Jury 
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e Jury, and if over-ral'd by the Judge in any of theſe Matters” 
8 Righs to pray a Bill of Exception. © © * ? 


That by the Proceedings in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts they 
ce are ſubject to many Hardſhips, and infinite Vexations, by 
© Preſentments ex off io upon Fame or Suſpicion, by Citations 


vi & mods, without Perſonal Notice to the Party, by 


which they are liable to Excommunications. | 


© That on Prefentments ex officio, 3 Copy of the Articles 
„ need not be dekver d to the Party preſented, Fhat on Ap- 
& pearance they muſt take an Oath to anſwer the Articles, 
and muſt anſwer the Fame; which if they do not, it is- 
© taken to be a Confeſſion of the Articles: That Witneſſes 
are Examind in private, which is liable to many Inconve- 
niences : That when the Suit is eonteſted, Fame or Preſum- - 
ption is ſufficient Proof to Convict the Party: That on 
Preſentments by Church-Wardens, Purgation may be En- 
joyn'd though the Crime and Fame be deny'd upon Oath, . 
and though there be no Witneſles to prove the E : That: 
on Preſentments ex officio, tho the Party is diſmiſsd, he 
ſhall not have his Charges, nor is there any Cauſe of De- 
famation: That on Accuſation by a Promoter, if the Fame 
is prov d, Purgation ſhall be Eg] yad, and though he 
- purge. himſelf from the Crime, all be Condemnd in 
Charges. | 


Pd 
© That Prohibitions may be Granted to all Inferior Juriſ- 9 
ditions, and their Judgments examin d on Appeal, which 
if alter d in that Caſe, will be prejudicial to the Juriſdiction. 


of the Houſe of. Peers, and deprive the Subject of the Juſtice 
and Equity of their Sentence. 


*© VI. As the Juriſdiction of the Houſe of Loxps in which 

all the People of England are concern'd, will be leſſen'd if 

theſe Matters are to go into the Spiritual Court, (no Writ of 

Error lying thence to the Parliament, as it does when the 

** the Courts of Law are concern'd) ſo the Method of Convi- 

*© Rions by a Juſtice of the Peace is dangerous to the Subject 22 
| | . 
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